NEWS RELEASE 



ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR SCOTLAND 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION, BROADCAST OR USE ON CLUB TAPES BEFORE 
0001 HOURS ON THURSDAY 19 AUGUST 1993 

PROPOSALS FOR PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES IN FIFE 
REGION 

The Boundary Commission for Scotland has provisionally decided to 
recommend that Fife Region should comprise 5 county constituencies. 

The publication of this recommendation is the seventh in the fourth 
general review of Parliamentary constituency boundaries announced by the 
Boundary Commission for Scotland on 16 February 1992. The names, 
designations and 1992 electorates of the 5 constituencies are: 

Central Fife County Constituency 57,702 

Dunfermline East County Constituency 50,674 

Dunfermline West County Constituency 51,187 

Kirkcaldy County Constituency 50,837 

North East Fife County Constituency 54,244 
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NEWS RELEASE FOR FIFE REGION 



The Commission’s recommendations have been prepared with a view to 
minimising disruption to existing boundaries and local ties whilst 
endeavouring to achieve as far as possible parity between the electorate 
of constituencies and the electoral quota. 

When reviewing Fife Region the Commission noted that the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Scotland’s recent review of electoral 
arrangements in Fife had produced a number of changes to existing 
electoral divisions. The effect of this for Parliamentary constituencies , 
given the Commission’s preference to avoid any sub-division of electoral 
divisions, would be that some fairly large tracts of territory, eg in ED34 
(Limekilns and Rosyth West) and ED35 (Kelty) should be transferred tc a 
different constituency. 

The Commission wishes to stress that this provisional recommendation 
relates solely to Parliamentary constituencies and does not affect the 
structure or arrangements of local government in Fife Region or the 
services provided. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 



Rules for Redistribution 



The Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 contains the rules for 
redistribution of seats which have the following general effect. The 
electorates of constituencies are to be as nearly equal as possible, but in 
formulating its proposals the Commission shall have regard to local 
authority boundaries. The Commission may, however, decide to overlook 
a local authority boundary if it considers that other aspects of the rules 
which take precedence require this to happen. In addition, the 
Commission can depart from these rules if special geographical 

considerations make this desirable, or if changes cause inconveniences or 
break local ties. It is for the Commission to decide on the interpretation 
of the rules in these respects. 

The Act requires the Commission in considering the size of constituency 
electorates to work to the electoral quota throughout the period of the 
general review. The electoral quota is arrived at by dividing the 

electorate in Scotland on the enumeration date by the existing number of 
seats. The enumeration date is the date when the start of the general 
review was announced (16 February 1992). The electorate in Scotland 
on the enumeration date was 3,928,996 which, when divided by the 

existing number of seats (72), produces an electoral quota of 54,569. 

In formulating proposals the Commission relies on the new electoral 

divisions as announced by the Secretary of State following the reviews of 
local electoral arrangements by the Local Government Boundary 

Commission for Scotland. Proposals for Parliamentary constituencies will 
comprise groups of whole electoral divisions. 

REPRESENTATIONS 

The Commission is required to consider representations about its 
provisional recommendations made within one month of local publication. 
These representations should be addressed to the Secretary, Boundary 
Commission for Scotland, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG. In 
this case the representation period ends on Monday 20 September 1993. 
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"Where representations objecting to the provisional recommendations are 
made by an interested local authority or a body of 100 or more electors, 
the Commission cannot proceed with its final recommendations to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland until a local inquiry has been held. If 
after the inquiry the Commission decides to alter its recommendations, the 
revised recommendations must also be published, but a further local 

inquiry is not obligatory. 

Those who make representations are requested to state whether they 
approve of, or object to, the Commission’s proposals and to give their 

reasons for their approval or objections. In particular, objectors are 

advised to say what they propose in place of the Commission's 

recommendations and should note that an objection accompanied by a 
counter-proposal is likely to carry more weight than a simple statement of 
objection . 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Commission must submit its report on the general review for the 
whole of Scotland by 31 December 1994. It is the Secretary of State for 
Scotland’s duty to lay the Commission’s report before Parliament together 
with a draft Order in Council giving effect to the recommendations with 
or without modifications. The draft Order is submitted to both Houses 
of Parliament for approval and, after this is made, the new constituencies 
take effect at the next general election. 
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